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St. Thomas Aquinas
International Falls

810 5th Street
and

St. Columban

Littlefork
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11017 4th Ave
Office hours: M-Th  8 am - 4 pm
                         Fri  8 am - 1 pm

Phone: 218-283-3293

Fax: 283- 3553

Email: stthomasa@frontiernet.net
www.stthomasifalls.org
               SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Pastor:                       Fr. Kris McKusky
               Associate Pastor:     Fr. Joe Sobolik
               Deacon:                     Fran Zaren
               Pastoral Associate:  Pat Bjorum

Mass Schedule

St.  Thomas

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sat:     5:00 pm

 Sun: 10:30 am

Weekdays:    8:30 am

St. Columban

                                 Sun:    8:30

Parish Records
The following items were recently added to the parish records.
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For some reason, it seems to me like summer gets a little shorter every year.  I’m not sure if there is anything to my perception, but it really seems like we were just rejoicing in the arrival of spring!  In a couple of my trips down to Duluth for meetings, I have noticed that yellow and red leaves are starting to replace the green ones on the trees.  Students are returning to school, and for some unexplained reason, a lot of houses are a lot quieter than they were a couple weeks ago.    

I’ve always really enjoyed this time of year.  The parish office is back to winter-hours, and the students have returned to St. Thomas School.  With every church that has a Catholic school, the school is a large part of the life of the parish.  In my time here in the Falls and Littlefork, I have been amazed at how many people I meet who are proud to have gone to St. Thomas School.  I have learned that St. Thomas School has played a great role both the parish and in the community at large.    


The success of St. Thomas School is one of my (and Fr. Joe’s) priorities.  We both see the great advantages of a solid, Catholic education.  Fr. Joe and I make it a point to visit the school every day—we both enjoy spending time with the students, and being able to visit with parents as they pick their children up at the end of the school day.  This allows time for parents to get to know the priests and school administration on a personal level, rather than just through letters.   


And I believe we have some truly great and devoted teachers, who care deeply for each of their students.  One of the benefits of sending your children to St. Thomas School is the smaller class size, which allows teachers and administration to get to know students and their families a little better.  In my years as a priest, I have found that the relationships we form are some of the most important things in our lives.  St. Thomas School seeks to build healthy, holy and happy relationships that will help students to grow in their love for the Lord throughout their lives.  

St. Thomas School provides not only a great education, but also, a great Catholic education.  Included in this mission is that we truly want to assist non-Catholic students to grow in their relationship with our Lord and Savior as well.  Students at St. Thomas are not only taught the standard academic topics, but also the importance of faith in one’s life.  Throughout life, our faith is often the one thing that endures and sustains us in those tougher times.  A strong faith is always rooted in a deep knowledge of God’s love and a genuine reverence for His name.  

So, for all those who have kids (or even grand-kids), I would encourage you to strongly consider sending a Catholic education at St. Thomas School; a Catholic education not only nourishes the mind, but the soul as well.   
Religious Education
Religious Education is a program which teaches the beliefs and practices of our Catholic Faith. It serves children from the ages of pre-school through grade 11.    We offer preparation classes for the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist. Religious Education is an ongoing program. Each year becomes a foundation for the next.  We trust that, working together, we can make a difference in the spiritual lives of our children which will be reflected in their daily living…for life!
Sunday School

Sunday school will be starting September 11, 2011 at 9:30 AM and run until 10:15 AM.  No registration will be required.  Class are for children preschool to grade 2.

First Reconciliation and First Communion

Welcome to sacrament preparation for First Reconciliation and First Communion!  A meeting for parents of all children who wish to receive these sacraments will be held following the 10:30am Mass on Sunday, September 18 in Maronic Hall.  A light lunch will be served.  Registration forms and schedules will be available at this time.  This year class will be held on Sunday mornings from 9:30 – 10:15am to allow families to attend Mass together.

Religious Education Gr 7-11

Registration for Religious Education classes for grades 7-11 will be held on September 28th from 4-6pm in the church gathering space.  Classes begin on October 5th from 7-8:15pm.

Thank you for sharing your children with us each year.   For more information regarding any of our programs please call Mary Morrisseau the parish office at 283-3293.

Youth Ministry 
Kids group will start Sep14, 2011 and will meet every other Wednesday.  Kids group is 3years -2nd grade.

Elementary group will start September 21, 2011and will meet every other Wednesday. Elementary Youth Group is 3rd – 6th grades.

Both groups will meet in the north classroom in the Aquinas Hall from 3:30-5:00 PM

This year we will make crafts, play games and celebrate Holy holidays with Catholic customs and traditions.

Jr. High Youth Group will meet every other Thursday 6:30-8:30 pm starting Sep 22.  Jr. High is 7th – 8th grades.                             

Senior High Youth Group will meet every other Sunday 6:30-8:30 PM. It will start when we have volunteers to help out. Senior High Youth Group is 9th – 12th grades.

Both groups will meet in the parish office. This year we will be enjoying food and fun.

Diocesan Youth Events: THE SOURCE: will be held at St Scholastica on Saturday October 8th from 12 PM-9 PM.  It is for grades 7th -12th. The Cost is $10 per person.
CHAOS: Will be held at St. Lawrence Church, Duluth Mn on November 19, 2011, January 21, 2012, and March 31, 2012 from 6:15-9:00 PM. It is for grades 9th-12th. The Cost is free. 

If interested in either of the two diocesan events please contact Jean Johnson at the parish office 283-3293 

GET INVOLVED! YOUTH MINISTRY NEEDS YOU! Let’s expand our youth program! We are currently looking for adult or young adult volunteers (18 or older) to participate as leader helpers on Wednesdays and Sundays.  Please prayerfully consider volunteering- sharing your time and your talents with our young  people is key to a successful youth ministry program at our parish.   Contact Jean Johnson at the Parish office 283-3293.
Worship Commission
COMING IN OCTOBER              A Biblical Walk Through the Mass
Each of the Sundays in October, our parish will be running a five-part study program for all adults called A Biblical Walk Through the Mass.  Here is a unique opportunity to learn more about the Mass.  If you have ever wondered why we say what we say and do what we do during the Liturgy, this is the study for you!  This study is based on the new translation of the Mass, which begins this Advent.  We will delve deeply into the Scriptural roots of the Mass to see the beauty and riches unfold like never before.  Examining the main parts of the Mass through a biblical lens will give us a new perspective on the Liturgy we celebrate every Sunday.  

Dr. Edward Sri is the presenter in this Bible study on the Mass.  Each week, we will watch one of his 30-minute DVDs, read a portion of his book, and answer and discuss questions in the workbook.  

The study program will begin Sunday, October 2 at 6:30pm in the Church basement.  Free child-care is provided for those of you with young children during this evening program.  As another option in lieu of scheduling conflicts, the same study program will be presented at 9:30am Monday mornings, beginning October 3.  

A donation of $15 to offset the cost of the book and workbook would be appreciated!  After the weekend Masses of Sept. 17 and 18, look for a table in the gathering space announcing this new Bible study.  The materials will be available for viewing and an introductory video will be playing. If unable to sign up that weekend, please contact the parish office at 283-3293.        

HOLY HOUR OF ADORATION

"I now ask you to 'abide' in the Adoration of Christ, truly present in the Eucharist. I ask you to enter into conversation with him, to bring before him your questions and to listen to his voice." (Pope Benedict XVI, August 20, 2011, Address, World Youth Day Vigil, Madrid)

Pope Benedict is encouraging our young people (and all of us!) to spend some very special time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Jesus is waiting and welcomes everyone who comes with His grace and peace. Jesus said in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night before He died, "Could you not watch one hour with Me?" Please consider spending an hour with Him at our Adoration Chapel. We currently have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Monday through Friday, from noon to 10pm. Those who come to visit Jesus sign up for one hour of the week that fits best their schedule. If there are times when they are out of town or sick, they call one of the substitutes from the sub list to take their place, or they often trade with someone with the same hour, but a different day. That way they don't miss their hour that week. Also, some hours have two people in them, and then the other one can be the sub when one can't make it. If you feel Jesus calling you to try a Holy Hour, please call 283-3769. 
Pastoral Ministry
RCIA

     If you would like to become Cathoilc, or are baptized, but have never received any formal religious education, or if you were baptized and received First Communion but were never confirmed, or are married to a Catholic and attend Mass with them and wish to share their faith, or if you are simply thinking about Caholicism and how that might bring fulfillment to your life, please prayerfully consider the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiaion of Adults) process.  

     Beginning in October, the parish RCIA journey will commence.  This is an exciting time for our parish as we welcome those interested in learning more about our Catholic faith.  RCIA is an enriching opportunity for all of us to renew our commitment to being Catholic and to pray for those in the discernment process of joining our universal church. Please contact Pat Bjorum at the parish office if you have questions or would like to register. 

The New Catholic Answer Bible

One of the ways we will bring cohesiveness to the many facets of religious ed in our parish beginning this fall, is the use of The New Catholic Answer Bible.  This bible will be the primary resource for programs at St. Thomas including RCIA, our evening youth religious education confirmation prep classes, Bible Partners—the  intergenerational bible study of Grades 5 and 6 school students and parish adults.  It has been a leap of faith in that we have purchased quite a number of these new bibles.  If you would like to participate in a direct way in the faith formation of these groups, a donation to new bibles would be gratefully accepted.  This can be labeled and dropped in the collection basket or mailed or dropped off at the parish office. The cost of each bible is $21.00, but any amount would be appreciated.  If you would like to peruse a Catholic Answer Bible, or have questions about the programs that will benefit from them, please contact Pat Bjorum, Mary Morrisseau, or Father Kris at the parish office.

Memorial Mass/Soup Supper

As has become our tradition, we will once again honor the families of those whose loved ones who have passed away, with a memorial Mass and soup supper.  This will be held on All Souls Day, Wednesday, November 2, with Mass at 6:00 pm, followed by a soup supper in the church basement.  All are invited to attend with special invitations sent out in October to the families of parishioners who have a deceased loved one from this past year.  Please consider joining us for Mass and supper.  It has become a memorable time of sacrament, table fellowship, and community for our parishes of St. Thomas and St. Columban.   

Home Visits/ Bereavement Visits

Our priests, deacon, pastoral minister, and individual parishioners strive to reach out to those in our parish who are in need of a visit at home.  This might be due to health or mobility issues.  The need to talk with someone may also happen with the death of a loved one.  We often work so carefully and compassionately with persons while their loved one is ill, dying, or just after the time of death, but occasionally are less consistent with checking in during the long stretch of time after the death of a loved one.  If you, or someone you know, would like a visit from our parish team members, do not hesitate to let us know.  This is indeed an instance of when we should remember to call you, but this does get occasionally pushed aside by matters that seem more urgent in the life of a busy parish. Even though so much of the work of healing following a death is individual and happens between you and God, you need not suffer grief and bereavement all alone.  We may walk beside you, pray with you and share Christ’s love with you.  You may even think of it in this way…our priests, deacon, and pastoral minister are saddened by the death of our loved parishioners; you are helping us to grieve and mend if you allow us to be one of your companions.   Please call the parish office for a visit.  
Bishop Paul Sirba is pleased to announce that starting on Sunday, September 18, 2011, the Diocese of Duluth will sponsor a televised Sunday Morning Mass.  The program will air at 9:30 a.m. on WDIO/WIRT TV and will be accessible to viewers in many areas with or without cable or satellite. Information about channels and formats for your viewing area is available by calling either your parish or the diocese at 218-724-9111.  Resumption of a televised Mass is made possible by a generous grant from the Catholic Extension Society and by viewers who donate to the program.  A word of thanks also goes to WDIO/WIRT TV for their help in making this program possible. The Mass comes from The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. If you have friends or relatives in nursing homes, or who are otherwise unable to attend weekend Mass, be sure to let them know about the program. Your support is welcomed to make this program self-sustaining and ongoing. Donations for the Mass can be sent to: TV Mass, Diocese of Duluth, 2830 E. 4th St Duluth, MN 55812,  or go to www.dioceseduluth.org and click on “Donate”

School News
Prayerfully consider sending you child to our school. Your child will form a closer relationship with our savior Jesus Christ while receiving a top notch education. What can be more glorious than that?

Jr. High is geared up and ready to go! Thanks to our new teacher Barb Youso, our Jr. High is ready to serve our students. We are able to provide one on one instruction in a warm, caring and peaceful learning environment. 
New testing to better serve our students   St. Thomas Catholic School will begin using the NWEA MAP test this fall. Our students will take an adaptive computer based test three times each school year. The testing shows parents and teachers the strengths and areas for improvement for each student. This test enables us to better serve our students and parents.  

Need for Financial Aid Support St. Thomas provides financial aid for families in need. However in the light of these difficult times we have seen an increase in need and a decrease in enrollment due to financial hardship. Please consider donating to our financial aid fund and help a child receive a Catholic education.  

Endowment Update The St. Thomas Catholic School endowment is going through a legal process to solve certain legal issues due to missing paperwork from the original charter. Father Kris is working with the Diocesan attorney to ensure that the endowment is reserved and secured to support our Catholic School.  For more info call us at 283-3430!  Thank you for your prayers and continuing support! 
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Funerals





                              �





Please remember in your prayers the following who have passed away, and their family and friends who are grieving:





   


Tony Youngs�
Lois Milette�
�
John L’Heureux�
Margaret Brunette�
�
Betty Herzig�
Doris Schwab�
�
Ronald Laurion�
Lucille Oveson�
�
Frederick Botzet�
Walter Whitbeck�
�
Janet Wagner�
Jaqueline Olson�
�
Richard Prozinski�
Joseph Doris�
�
Jack Murray�
Robert Ness�
�
Ted Battalion�
John Giauque�
�
Gerald Sumner�
Teresa Ness�
�












 








Baptisms


�


We welcome into our parish family, through the Sacrament of Baptism, the following:





Easton James Rolando


Kelly Josephine Koerbitz


Paityn Rose Demuth


Johnathan Jay Butterfield


Grae Steven Shikowsky





Weddings


                              �


We offer our prayers and congratulations to the following who were recently married:





Ann Hair and Robert Stalberger


Nicole Benson and Ryan Gartzke


Katie Prettyman and Ross Hamers


Melissa Johnson and Kris Mannausau








New Parishioners


�


We welcome into our Parish Family the following new parishioners:


Dolores Nanie-Braddick


Nancy Glubka


Christopher Serbyn


Joseph Chimeno


David Dean


Barbara Saxton


Rick Windschitl


Mandy Martinez


James, Gina, Gwenyth, Patrick, and Jude Shinners


Keith Clark


Mary Ann Giauque





     


 


 





                         








Please let someone at the Parish Office know if:


A family member is in the hospital so that visits can be made and the name added to the prayer list.


You learn of a death in the church family.


Your phone number or address has changed so that the church records can be updated.


A new baby arrives in your family.


You learn of someone who may be interested in learning more about our church/religion.


You feel the church can assist you in any way. 








  FROM FR. KRIS MCKUSKY











ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CHURCH








HARVEST DINNER








Sunday, September 25, 2011


serving from 11 am to 2 pm


IN AQUINAS HALL








���








TURKEY AND ALL THE TRIMMINGS


mashed potatoes & gravy, dressing, carrots, rutabagas, cole slaw, beet pickles, coffee, milk, and pumpkin bars!





Take outs are available


Everyone is Welcome!











ST. COLUMBAN CHURCH


FALL DINNER


Littlefork Minnesota


October 9, 2011





serving from 11:00 am – 4:00 pm. 





 $9 for Adults  


$5 for children (5-12) preschool  free


  








�











Serving Turkey and all the trimmings, apple and pumpkin pie





Everyone is welcome!

















